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Historically Black College Texas 
Southern University, the Lone Star 
Community College, what an amazing 
group of graduates. There were large 
numbers of people who are adults and 
veterans, and students who were what 
we call early college graduating. And 
then, of course, to the system, the 
Houston Community College, I spoke 
there. 

It looks like I was going to gradua-
tions and celebrating with their fami-
lies. That was good. 

Mr. Speaker, they were diverse, all 
backgrounds, religions. That is what 
Houston is all about. 

At the same time, I visited with and 
had a press conference with a collec-
tive body of humanitarians, Sister 
Rogers, a Catholic Sister, and many 
others, about the unfortunate cir-
cumstances of where we are with the 
Dreamers and why we haven’t ad-
dressed that question and why would 
Dreamers, who need to be statused, 
who are lawyers and doctors, and some 
are serving in public service—we had a 
paramedic standing with us—why we 
can’t get them statused. Why can’t the 
Nation do what is right? Why can’t the 
President stand up and work with us 
and sign the bill? 

And then I indicated that I am going 
to introduce the restatusing of TPS 
statused persons, some who have been 
here for 20 years with mortgages and 
people in college, young people in col-
lege, and to status them for 2 years to 
allow the Congress to fix it and that 
their status be tied to the laws and re-
quirements that they be in sync with 
those who would get citizenship so 
they would not be, if you will, awry of 
the law, that they would be in step 
with the law, as most of these families 
are from El Salvador, Honduras, and 
Haiti, and beyond. 

And then I went to stand with moth-
ers at public housing and indicated to 
them that it is long overdue in all of 
our communities that we introduce an 
infrastructure bill of $150 billion to fix 
our public housing. Because as I was 
standing with these mothers at Cuney 
Homes, their air conditioning was out. 

But we stood there the day before 
Mother’s Day to salute them and say 
they deserve to live in quality housing. 
They are raising their children. Some 
of their children go off to the United 
States military. 

Finally, I think it is important to ac-
knowledge, Mr. Speaker, maybe this is 
a confused statement by the adminis-
tration, but I have to speak against, 
and these are my friends, we want to 
work internationally—I was here for 
the permanent trade agreement that 
was done with China—but it is impor-
tant to know that our economy is 
based on innovation. Why would the 
administration support the Chinese 
firm of ZTE that our intelligence com-
munity has taken note that they have 
interfered with our innovation and our 
technology and suggest that he wants 
the Chinese workers to have their jobs 
again? 

I certainly want the best for any 
country, but I do know it is important 
to restore the jobs of the American 
people, and there are many call center 
American companies that would make 
a great infusion of energy and dollars 
in various communities across the Na-
tion. 

It is important to note that the 
House Intelligence Committee report 
of 2012 indicated and concluded that 
ZTE cannot be trusted to be free of for-
eign state influence and thus poses a 
security threat to the United States 
and our systems. 

Well, it is odd that this President, 
who has put extensive sanctions on 
Iran and North Korea, is now willing to 
overlook a House Intelligence report 
indicating, of course, that ZTE cannot 
be trusted. 

So I started, Mr. Speaker, by con-
gratulating my graduates, but I indi-
cated throughout that I am baffled by 
these policies of the administration, 
but I do say that I have a faith in this 
institution, and I ask my colleagues: 
Stand with me on the restoration of a 
2-year status for TPS so we can get it 
right. Let us not separate mothers 
from their children in the immigration 
structure, and let’s pass a Dreamers 
bill, and let’s work to introduce fund-
ing for our public housing that exists 
and that mothers are living in across 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, your kindness is appre-
ciated. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 59 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. Ted Kitchens, Christ Chapel Bible 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, offered the 
following prayer: 

Father, we praise You for allowing us 
to be the land of the free and the home 
of the brave. We embrace the truth 
that we are all created in Your image. 
We all have value and purpose in this 
life and in this country because of Your 
love for us. 

Your Word says: The foundation of 
prosperity is righteousness and that 
‘‘when righteousness increases, the 
people prosper and rejoice.’’ Would You 
cause personal and national righteous-
ness to be our banner and our vision, 
that we might know your good favor 
across our great country. 

Father, this House has business to do 
for ‘‘we the people’’ today, and I pray 

that all transactions that take place in 
these halls today would be made with 
spiritual wisdom resulting in the best 
for all. 

I pray in the name of the giver of all 
grace and good favor, Jesus. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CICILLINE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 64TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BROWN V. BOARD OF 
EDUCATION 
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to stand before you to recognize 
the 64th anniversary of the Supreme 
Court’s landmark decision in Brown v. 
Board of Education. Because of the re-
lentless courage of Linda Brown, her 
parents, and civil rights leaders, the 
abhorrent segregationist policy of 
‘‘separate but equal’’ education came 
to an end. 

As a result, millions of children were 
afforded the educational opportunities 
they deserve and their rightful shot at 
a successful life. 

Mr. Speaker, as an educator, as a 
lifelong learner, as chair of the Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force, I believe with all my heart that 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:01 May 17, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16MY7.011 H16MYPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T15:43:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




